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At the foothill of the Mountain Pugak to the
north of the capital city of Seoul, stands
the Kyungbok Palace which had been the royal
palace of the Yi Dynasty for five hundred
years before Japan took over Korea in 1910.
During ensuing years, the Japanese built their
government building of enormous size in front
of the palace to keep it apart from the rest
of the city. The government building was burn-
ed by fire during the Korean War and its con-
crete skeleton still remains, waiting to be
torn down in the near future.
This thesis, then, proposes that while restor-
ing the view of the palace to the city once
again, a new Capitol be planned on the site
immediately south of the palace grounds, as
the symbol of the new Republic in harmony with
the existing palace.
The program for the Capitol consists of build-
ings for the legislative, executive and judi-
cial branches of the government of the Republic
of Korea.
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I. INTRODUCTION
From the shores of the Han River, flowing west
into the Yellow Sea through the middle of the Korean
peninsula, an extensive plain stretches northwards to
join a natural basin surrounded by mountains and rounded
hills. Within this basin, Seoul was founded in 1394
as the new capital of the Yi dynasty by its first ruler.
The palace for the king, known as the Kyungbok Palace,
was built in the same year at the foothill of the Moun-
tain Pugak on the north of the city.
The Kyungbok Palace was surrounded by a wall two
miles long and eighteen feet high. The palace then
consisted of fourty-nine different buildings. Comletely
destroyed in 1592 by the Japanese invaders, it was re-
built in 1867. Much of it was destroyed again by the
Japanese in 1926.
The palace faced on an avenue, 260 feet wide and
three-fifths of a mile long, on both sides of which were
situated the Yook-jo, the six ancient ministries, their
porticos painted each with the ministry'a special color.
The majestic throne hall, encountered after passing
through a number of gates by a slightly elevated path,
stands on a double-tiered terrace surrounded by a balust-
rade of Chinese pattern. This structure is considered
unique in the admirable union of its far-projecting roof
and sub-structure coupled with the carefully calculated
roof pitch, a result achieved nowhere else in the Far
East and produced by the endless number of harmoniously
disposed horns in the super-structure.
This throne hall was so placed in the palace grounds
that the king, sitting on his throne could survey the
complete extent of the broad road beyond the palace.
A wealth of color, extending for a mile and a quarter,
would be displayed to the monarch during ceremonies when
courtiers, noblemen and their retinue would line the
boulevard in their rich garments to pay homage to their
king.
To the north-west of the throne hall stands Kyung-
hoi-loo, a huge and colorful banquet pavilion surrounded
by a beautiful lotus pond, and forms a scene which still
holds enchantment and delight for present-day visitors.
Here, grand royal banquets were held, and royal family,
6
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noblemen, foreign delegates drank the night away while
viewing the reflection of the moon in the pond. The
building with a broad and airy veranda stands on 48
granite pillars, each 16 feet high.
However, with the turn of the twentieth century,
a dark cloud began to hover over the future of this
beautiful setting of the Kyungbok Palace. After defeat-
ing both China and Russia, Japan finally annexed Korea
in 1910 by taking over all governmental functions and
establishing her grip over social and economic life of
the Korean people. Colonial exploitation followed.
Paralleling these unfortunate political events,
most of the buildings in the palace grounds, save the
throne hall and pavilion, were torn down by the Japanese
to make way for their new Government-General building.
It was built over the foundation of the front part of
the palace, mainly to replace the important position
the throne hall held in relation to the city of Seoul.
It has, since then, not only blocked the view of the
palace from the main boulevard, but also encroached
upon the harmonious spaces created by the Korean archi-
tecture.
Nevertheless, it was, during this troubled
period, this architecture which reminded her people
8
IAerial view of the proposed Capitol site
of their ancient heritage and helped to inspire them to
patriotic fervor for Korea' s independence.
When Korea regained her independence in 19148, the
Japanese-built building was used as a temporary govern-
ment building until the Communists set it afire before
retreating to the north during the Korean War. Its
massive concrete skeleton now remains beyond repair,
still commanding the boulevard even after its original
function was lost forever.
While the Republic of Korea faces her future with
renewed strength and infinite hope, there exists a
strong need for a new Capitol, worthy of this new nation
and symbolic of the democratic governmental process. At
the present time, the governmental departments are dis-
persed and inadequately housed throughout the capital
city of Seoul and are a severe handicap to the efficient
operation of the national government.
It is therefore proposed that the Kyungbok Palace
shall be open once again to the city with the removal
of the government building of Japanese construction and
that an unified Capitol for the executive, legislative
and judicial branches of government shall be planned on
the site immediately south of the palace.
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II. THE SITE
The site for the proposed Capitol is bounded on the
north by the palace grounds and extends to Chong-no
Avenue on the south, which runs east-west through
the heart of Seoul. The east and west boundries will
be to Kongpyong-no and Naesu-dong respectively while
the existing Saechong-no Boulevard runs south-north
through the middle of the site. It is, at the present
time, a land occupied by a few small scattered govern-
mental buildings and by old densely knit houses at
the south-east and south west corners.
The site has sufficient scale for applying the
fundamental elements of modern urbanism - sunlight,
space, and verdure. Protected by the Mountain Pugak
and given added spaciousness by the palace grounds on
the north, it has breadth enough to be made into a
living unity of strength, dignity and harmony.
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Detailed analysis of the traffic pattern surround-
ing the site, both vehicular and pedestrian, must be
based on existing conditions and the probable changes
to be brought about by the seating of the Capitol. The
major traffic flow to the site will be from the south
on Taepyong-no Boulevard and from Chong-no Avenue. Direct
access to the site on and off Chong-no Avenue and faci-
litating the cross-town traffic are of paramount impor-
tance.
Climatic Data:
In general the climate in Korea is one of extremes with
high temperatures in the summer for a few months, and
temperatures near .zero in the winter.
The climate is relatively wet with some humid
weather in July and August.
The winds are not severe enough to cause storm
damage, but can create heating problems in winter.
1. Temperature (Seoul)
Average Annual temperature 52.3'F
Minimum average temperature 43.5'F
Mean January temperature 25.5'F
Maximum average temperature 61.3'F
Mean August temperature 84.0'F
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2 Rainfall
Average monthly precipitation
Maximum average monthly precipitation
Maximum recorded rain fall in
a 24 hour period
3. Humidity
Average annual humidity 72 for
69 for
Maximum average humidity 85
Minimu average humidity 60
4. Average Hours of Sunshine
June 236
July 182
August 210
September 213
Total for 4 months 841
Percentage of total
possible sunshin 56 %
3.9 inches
12.1 inches
13.9 inches
daytime
night
5* Wind
Prevailing breezes are all westerly with a pre-
dominance of west southwest breezes. The strong-
est wind recorded to date was westerly at a speed
of 56 miles an hour on 19 April 1954. Prevailing
wind direction is WNW in winter and WSW in summer.
13
Latitude: 37 359 N
Topography and Subsurface Conditions:
The land on the site is relatively flat and gently
slopes up from the palace grounds to.the Mountain Pugak.
From the nature of the results obtained on a near-
by site, and from general superficial similar surface
evidence noted in general, the bedrock of the site is
of an igneous granite. Soils encountered are of excellent
quality as the amount of clay content does not exceed
that required of plastic bond, and the soils are stable
and firm when wet. Any level below surface top soil
or fill, would make adequate foundation for spread
footings, and piles to bedrock would not seem to be
necessary even for large buildings.
14
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III. THE BUILDING ELEMENTS
1. General
It is seen that the first basic datum for planning
is the site itself. The second, equally basic, is the
functions to be performed on the site. The Constitution
of the Republic of Korea shall determine the main
points of its architectural composition.
Analysis of the structure of the government and
classification and co-ordination of its functions must
supply the data which are to be translated into archi-
tectural terms. The first rough and abstract grouping
of building elements are as follows:
The National Assembly
House of Councilors Chamber
House of Representatives Chamber
214. Committee Rooms
Memberst Offices
--- -
Secretariat
Assembly Library
The Administration
Vice President' s Office
Board of Audit
Office of Public Information
Council of State
12 Ministries
6 Offices
The Supreme Court
3 Court Chambers
2 Conference Rooms
Office of Judicial Administration
Court Library
19
2. The National Assembly
It consists of an upper house and a lower house,
called the House of Councilors and the House of Repre-
sentatives respectively. Members of both Houses are
elected by universal, equal, direct and secret ballot.
House of Representatives
There is one representative for each 100,000 popu-
lation in the House. Since southern Korea has a popula-
tion of more than 20,000,000, the House of Representatives
presently is composed of 233 members while reserving
100 seats to be filled in the future by elections in
northern Korea. Members are elected by the people for
four year terms, all terms running for the same period.
There are two types of legislative committees in
the House of Representatives, Standing and Special.
Standing Committees are permanent bodies established for
investigation, collection of information, preparation
and presentation of bills. Each member serves on a
Standing Committee and if necessary, may be asked to
serve on two.
The fourteen Standing Committees of the House of
Representatives and their fixed number of members are
as follows:
20
Legislation & Justice 16
Foreign Affairs 15
Home Affairs 20
Finance & Economy 20
Budget & Audit 39
National Defense 20
Education 18
Reconstruction 18
Agriculture & Forestry 20
Commerce & Industry 20
Social Affairs & Health 18
Transportation & Communications 18
Discipline & Qualification 15
House Steering 13
House of Councilors
The House of Councilors has not been formed as yet.
However, the Constitution provides that "the term of
the members of the House of Councilors shall be six years,
but one half of the House of Councilors shall be changed
every three years." Further details of operation of the
House and election law for councilors shall be provided
for in the near future by additional legislation.
21
Secretariat
The National Assembly law provides for a Secretary-
General whose functions are to conduct the business of
the National Assembly, record proceedings and assist
the various committees. The organization of the
Secretariat is as follows:
Secretary-General
Deputy Secretary-General
Bureau of General Affairs
General Affairs Section
Account Section
Custody & Maintenance Section
Bureau of Procedures
Procedures Section
Stenography Section
Security Section
Bureau of Legislative Research
Committees Section
Legislative Research Section
National Assembly Library
Technical Service Section
General Reference Section
22
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Shortly after the establishment of the Korean
National Assembly in 1948, a small library was set up
in the Legislative Research Bureau of the Secretariat
to serve the legislative activities imposed upon the
members and expert staff of the National Assembly.
This library has now a little over 35,OOO volumes of
books.
However, a bill pertaining to the extablishment of
the new Korean National Assembly Library is expected
for an overall reformation of Korean library system.
The National Assembly Library, when established,
will take over the present National Library, which is
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education
and functioning as public library.
At the present time, the Assembly Library occupies
a newly completed building. It is proposed that a new
National Assembly Library will be planned on the Capitol
site and the existing library will be used as a branch
of the new library system. In general the Assembly
Library will be planned as areas only.
* * *
Since the First National Assembly was held in the
existing government building, it has had the misfortune
23
of moving its hall on several occasions. At the present
time, it is located, on Taepyong-no Boulevard about half
a mile south of the Capitol site, in a building which
used to be the theatre for the City of Seoul.
The need for a new Assembly building is paramount
not only to provide an adequate physical accommodation
in close proximity with other branches of the Government,
but to find an expression symbolic of the representative
government and its peoplet a aspirations for a strong
and prosperous nation.
In general, the National Assembly building will be
planned in detail.
24
3. The Administration
The executive branch of the Republic consists of
the President, Vice-President, State Council, Board of
Audit and Office of public Inforation. The President
is the chief executive of the Administration and is
responsible to the people. Elected by the people by
direct, universal and secret ballot, he serves for a
tern of four years.
The Vice President is elected by the people for
the same term as the President. He presides over the
Constitutional Committee, which decides the constitu-
tionality of a law, and will be the President of the
House of Councilors when the body is elected.
The State Council is composed of twelve Cabinet
Ministers appointed by the President without confirm-
ation by the National Assembly. The President presides
over meetings of the Council.
There are two independent agencies directly and
solely subordinate to the President. These are the
Board of Audit and the Office of Public Information.
The Administration at the present time employs
three thousand five hundred, or possibly, in the future,
five thousand people. These thousands of employees, who
must spend the daylight hours of their lives in offices,
pose a question of principle which must be decided at
the very outset: to provide the conditions necessary
for a proper psycho-physiological balance - the natural
conditions of sunlight and view, and not the arbitrary
conditions of artificial light and confined space.
Having lost the principal accommodation in the
Japanese-built government building which was burned and
damaged, the Administration is facing an acute shortage
of spaces for the proper functioning of the government.
The new Administration buildings will accommodate
all of the executive branch of the government except
the Office of the President, which will remain in the
existing Presidential Palace, and the Ministries of
National Defense, Transportation and Communication and
the Office of Monopoly, which will be located elsewhere.
The present Presidential Palace, Kyungmoo-dae, stands
on the foothill of the Mountain Pugak, located in the
vicinity of the new Capitol site, commanding a magnifi-
cient view over the Kyungbok Palace and the city beyond.
In general, the- Administration buildings will be
planned as areas only.
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4. The Supreme Court
The courts in the Republic of Korea are all national
courts under the supervision and control of the Supreme
Court.
The Supreme Court is the highest court of the
nation and camposed of the civil, criminal and special
departments. The Supreme Court, however, does not have
the power to decide on the constitutionality of laws.
That power resides in a Constitution Committee composed
of the Vice-President and Chairman and five Justices of
the Supreme Court and five members of the National
Assembly - two members from the House of Councilors and
three from the House of Representatives.
The number of Justices in the Supreme Court must
be at least five and not more than nine. A Chief Justice
presides over the Supreme Court and controls the general
affairs of that court as well as directing and supervis-
ing the judicial administration of all courts. He is
appointed by the President from among persons with the
qualifications of Supreme Court Justice, and must be
approved by the National Assembly.
28
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A bench in the Supreme Court for rendering judge-
ment is composed of five Justices. A collegiate deci-
sion made by two-thirds or more of the Justices sitting
together is necessary when the previous Supreme Court
judgement on the same point of law is considered to be
improper, or when a certain case is especially important.
The Office of Judicial Administration is directly
responsible to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
and manages administrative affairs of all the courts.
In general, the Supreme Court will be planned as
areas only.
29
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T HE TATIONAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
1. House Chamber (Joint Session)
410 members (13.5 sq.ft.)
Podium
50 Press
900 Public
(12 sq.ft.)
( 8 sq.ft.)
2. Committee Rooms
10 rooms with up to
30 members at table
(1,100 sq.ft. each)
4 rooms with up to
20 members at table
(800 sq.ft. each).
10 press seats in
larger room
(12 sq.ft, each)
5 press seats in
Maaller room
(12 sq.ft. each)
Public
30 seats in larger rm.
20 seats in smaller rm.
(included above)
3. Speaker's office
Speaker
31
5,540
500
600
7,200
13,840Total
11,000
3,200
1,200
240
Total 15,640
650
Executive Assistant
Secretary
3 Clerks
Reception
Total
4. Vice Speakers' Offices
2 Vice Speakers
2 Secretaries
6 Clerks
2 Reception
Total
5. Members Offices
340 members (200 sq.ft. each)
720 Secretaries
(90 sq. ft. each)
Total
HOUSE OF COUNCILORS
1. House Chamber
70 members (18 sq.ft. each)
Podium
20 Press (12 sq.ft. each)
300 Public ( 8 sq.ft. each)
32
300
150
180
600
1,880
600
200
360
400
1,560
68,000
64,800
132,800
I 1,260
500
240
2,400
4,400Total
2. Committee Rooms
2 rooms with up to
30 members at table
(1,100 sq.ft. each) 2,200
8 rooms with up to
10 members at table
(400 sq.ft. each) 3,200
10 press seats in
larger room
(12 sq.ft. each) 240
5 press seats in
smaller room
(12 sq.ft. each) 480
Public
30 seats in larger rm.
10 seats in smaller m.
(included above)
Total 6,120
3. Speaker's Office
(same as H. R.) 1,880
4. Vice-Speakers' offices
(same as H. R.) 1,560
5. Members' Offices
70 members (200 sq.ft. each) 14.,000
140 Secretaries
(90 sq.ft. each) 12,600
Total 26,600
SECRETARIAT
Secretary-General 500
Deputy Secretary-General 300
3 Bureau Heads 600
33
8 Section Chieffs
285 personnel
(70 sq.ft. each)
Meeting rooms
(6 sq.ft. each)
Other services
(40 sq.ft. each
Total
RESTAURANTS
Members' Dining Rooms
Seating 40 seats (17 sq.ft. each)
Seating 150 seats ( "a )
2 Cafererias (total seating 400)
(13 sq.ft. each)
Kitchen (9 sq.ft. each)
Total
Total National Assembly Area
1,200
19,950
1,800
12,000
36,350
680
2,550
5,200
5,310
13,740
256,370 sq.ft.
Note: All estimates of space requirements are given
in net square feet. Lobbies, stairways, corri-
dors, elevators, toilets, and space occupied
by structural and mechanical elements have not
been included.
34
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ASSEMBLY LIBRARY
(Based on anticipated 500,000 volumes)
Receiving and Acquisition
Processing and Cataloguing
Stacks
Archives
Film and Record Storage
Reference and Catalogues
Reading Rooms
Map Library,
Staff and Reception
Total
2,700
2,700
20,800
6,000
800
6,000
16,000
1,600
3,800
60,400
THE ADMINISTRATION
VICE-P-RESIDENT'S OFFICE (17 personnel)
Office space (140 sq.ft. each)
Meeting space ( 30 sq.ft. each)
Other services ( 12 sq.ft. each)
Total
AGENCIES DIRECTLY UNDER THE PRESIDENT
1. Office of Public Information (51)
Office space (90)
Meeting space (20)
Other services (50)
Total
2. Board of Audit
Office space
Meeting space
Other services
(207)
(90)
( 6)
(50)
Total
3. Office of General Affairs (73)
Office space (100)
Meeting space ( 30)
Other services ( 12)
Total
36
2,380
510
200
3,090
4,590
1,020
2,550
8,160
18,630
1,240
10,350
30,220
7,300
2,190
880
10, 370
4. Inspection Commission (36)
Office space (90)
Meeting space (15)
Other services (50)
STATE COUNCIL
1. Ministry of Foreign Affairs (100)
Office space (100)
Meeting space ( 20)
Other Service (100)
Total
2. Ministry of Home Affairs (686)
Office space (90)
Meeting space ( 6)
Other service (80)
Total
3* Ministry of Finance (226)
Office space (90)
Meeting space ( 6)
Other services (50)
Total
4. Ministry of Justice (69)
Office space (90)
37
3,240
540
1,800
5,580Total
10,000
2,000
10,000
22,000
61,700
4,120
54,900
120,720
20,340
1,360
11,300
33,000
6,210
Meeting space ( 15)
Other services (100)
Total
5. Office of Legislation (27)
Office space (120)
Meeting space ( 20)
Other services ( 80)
6. Ministry of Education (100)
Office space (90)
Meeting space ( 6)
Other services (50)
Total
7. Ministry of Reconstruction (53)
Office space (90)
Meeting space ( 6)
Other services (50)
Total
8. Office of supply (165)
Office space (70)
Meeting space ( 6)
Other services (50)
Total
38
1,040
6,900
14,150
3,240
540
Total
2,160
5,940
9,000
600
5,000
14,600
4,770
320
2,650
7,740
11,550
990
8,250
20,790
9. Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (234)
Office space (80) 18,720
Meeting space ( 6) 1,400
Other services (50) 11,700
Total
10. Ministry of Commerce and Industry (132)
Office space (80)
Meeting space ( 6)
Other services (50)
Total
31,820
10,560
790
6,600
17,950
11. Office of Marine Affairs (101)
Office space (50) 5,050
Meeting space ( 6) 610
Other services (12) 1,200
Total 6,860
12. Ministry of Health and Social Affairs (146)
Office space (80) 11,680
Meeting space ( 6) 880
Other services (50) 7,300
Total 19,860
Total of 2423 personnel Grand Total 372,850 sq.ft.
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Note: All estimates of space requirements are given
in net square feet. Lobbies, stairways, corri-
dors, elevators, toilets, and space occupied
by structural and mechanical elements have not
been included.
In addition to the accommodation listed for the Admini-
stration are the following:
1. Telephone switchboard, equipment
and operators' lounge 3,000
2. Cafeteria (seating 500)
(13 sq.ft. each) 6,500
Kitchen (9 sq.ft. each) 4,500
3. Clinic (staff of 12) 4,100
4. Post Office 4,000
Total 22,100
40
THE SUPREME COURT
COURTS
1. Court Chambers
1 at 7,200 sq.ft. each
2 at 4,000 sq.ft. each
2. Justices, Offices
Chief Justice's Office
8 Justices' Offices
(1,200 sq.ft. each)
3. Offices
2 Conference Rooms
(1,100 sq.ft. each)
Prosecutor General
Marshals
Room for the Bar
Press Room
Total
Total
Total
4. Court Library
(28,000 volumes)
5. Main Hall
41
7,200
8,000
15,200
2,400
9,600
12,000
2,200
1,000
1,500
1,500
850
7,050
14,000
4,000
-- -------- 
OFFICE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION (200)
Office space (90)
Meeting space (15)
Other services (100)
DINING AREA
Justices' Dining Room
Seating 25 (17 sq.ft. each)
Cafeteria, seating 100
(13 sq.ft. each)
Kitchen(9 sq.ft. each)
STORAGE
Total
18,000
3,000
20,000
41,000
430
Total
Grand Total
1,300
1,120
2,85o
13,000
109,100
Note: All estimates of space requirements are given
in net square feet. Stairways, corridors,
elevators, toilets, and space occupied by
structural and mechanical elements have not
been included.
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SUMMARY OF SPACE REQUIREMENTS
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
House of Councilors Chamber
House of Representatives Chamber
24 Committee Roams
Memberst Offices
Secretariat Area
Dining Area
Assembly Library
Total
ADMINISTRATION
Vice-President s Office
Agencies directly under
the President
State Council
Other Facilities
Total
SUPREME COURT
3 Court Chambers
Court Offices
Library and Main Hall
Office of Judicial
Administration
Dining and Storage
Total
Totals (Net Square Feet)
4,400
13,840
21,760
166,280
36,350
13,740
60,400
316,770
3,090
54,330
315,430
22,100
394,950
15,200
19,050
18,000
41,000
15,850
109,100
820,820
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